New Mexico Department of Public Safety
Concealed Carry 2 Hour Online Refresher Course
In accordance with NMAC 10.8.2.15(A)(2)

NMDPS Concealed Handgun Carry Unit
6301 Indian School Rd NE Suite 310
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Phone: (505)841-8053
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 7am – 5pm
NMCC.Questions@state.nm.us

PURPOSE FOR THIS COURSE
You have chosen to take a personal and active reasonable role in your own
personal safety and understand that you are responsible for your security and in the
best position to ensure your security.
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Licensure:


A licensee must have the concealed handgun license in their possession at all times
when carrying a concealed handgun.



Original License – 4 years from issued.

 Refresher

requirements – either 2 hours of shooting time with a certified Concealed
Carry Weapons (CCW) instructor or the online refresher course w/ exam approved
by New Mexico Department of Public Safety.
 Please

note: per NMSA 29-19-6(H) 2-hour refresher courses are to be taken 22-26 months
after the issuance of your concealed carry license.

Qualifications:
The department shall issue a concealed handgun license to an applicant who:


Is a resident of New Mexico or is a member of the armed forces whose permanent duty station is located in
New Mexico or is a dependent of such a member;



Is a citizen or legal permanent resident of the UnitedStates;



Is twenty-one (21) years of age or older;



Is not a fugitive from justice;



Has not been convicted of a felony in New Mexico or any other state or pursuant to the laws ofthe United
States or any other jurisdiction;



Is not currently under indictment for a felony criminal offense in New Mexico or any other state or pursuant to
the laws of the United States or any other jurisdiction;



Is not otherwise prohibited by federal law or the law of any other jurisdiction from purchasing or possessing a
firearm;



Has not been adjudicated mentally incompetent or committed to a mental institution;



Is not addicted to alcohol or controlled substances; and



Has satisfactorily completed a firearms training course approved by the department for the categoryand the
largest caliber of handgun that the applicant wants to be licensed to carry as a concealed handgun.
Firearms training course instructors who are approved by the department shall not be required to complete
the firearms training course described here.

Disqualifiers:
The department shall deny a concealed handgun license to an applicant who has:


Received a conditional discharge, a diversion or a deferment or who has been convicted of, pled guilty to or
entered a plea of nolo contendere to a misdemeanor offense involving a crime of violence within ten years
immediately preceding the application;



Been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involvingdriving while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or
drugs within five years immediately preceding the application for a concealed handgun license;



Been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involvingthe possession or abuse of a controlled substance within
ten years immediately preceding the application; or



Been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involving assault, battery or battery against a householdmember.



Rap Back is a continuous criminal record monitoring service used to obtain criminal records checks.


Example of Rap Back for CCW license holders: If you get arrested for a disqualifying offense, your arrest information will
automatically be submitted to the CCW program. You will need to contact the CCW office and surrender your license.
Upon conviction, your license may be suspended and/or revoked. Upon disposition, your license may be reinstated.

Suspensions/Revocation:
The department shall suspend or revoke a concealed handgun license if:


The licensee provided the department with false information on the application form
or renewal form for a concealed handgun license;



The licensee did not satisfy the criteria for issuance of a concealed handgun license at
the time the license was issued; or



Subsequent to receiving a concealed handgun license, the licensee violated a
provision of the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [NMSA 1978, Section 29-19-1 et seq.].

Appeals:
The department will mail an order of denial, suspension, or revocation
and instructions for requesting a hearing to the respondent. The order
shall become final on the 30th day after the date the notice was
postmarked unless the department receives a request for a hearing, or
the notice is returned to the department as undeliverable, before that
date.

Reciprocity:


Reciprocity allows New Mexico CCW holders to carry in certain other states and those
states’ licenses are honored in New Mexico. You MUST be aware of and follow the laws of
each individual state. Check back on the DPS website for updates to reciprocity at
http://www.dps.state.nm.us/index.php/nm-concealed-carry/reciprocity-agreements/.
 Review

the reciprocity webpage for most up to date information.
https://www.dps.nm.gov/reciprocity

CCW Laws changes in November 2016:


Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978]
 An

application fee, a renewal fee and a firearms training course are not required
for an applicant or licensee who is:
A

current or retired certified law enforcement officer pursuant to the Law Enforcement
Training Act;

A

current member of the New Mexico Mounted Patrol who has successfully completed
a law enforcement academy basic law enforcement training program for New Mexico
mounted patrol members pursuant to Section 29-6-4.1 NMSA 1978; or

A

military service person discharged from the military within twenty years of the
application for a license or renewal of a license.
 Military

and:

Service Person means a person who was accepted into the United States armed forces

 Is on


active duty with the United States armed forces;

Is on reserve or guard duty with the United States armed forces; or

 Is

a veteran or a retiree who received an honorable discharge as indicated on the United
States Department of Defense form 214.

Administrative Information:
Changes to your name or address:
 Notify the department within thirty days regarding the change of the licensee’s name or
permanent address, or law enforcement status. Fill out the Replacement Card Application. The
replacement fee is $10.00.
If your license is lost or stolen:
Notify the department and file a police report within ten days of the licensee’s concealed
handgun license is lost or stolen. Fill out Replacement Card Application. The replacement fee is
$10.00. Licensee shall not carry a concealed handgun until they receive their replacement license.
Fingerprinting:




Electronic fingerprints process:
 Go

to https://aps.gemalto.com/ Choose the NM icon

 Click

on Register Online for a Background Check

 Fill

out the Applicant Fingerprint Registration Form. Use the CORRECT CCW ORI which can be
searched using DPS in the Agency Name search function.

 Pay

for your fingerprints.

 Choose
 Bring

a sight location using the location map found on https://aps.gemalto.com/

your registration ID and valid photo ID to a fingerprinting location and your fingerprints will
be taken electronically and sent to NMDPS CCW unit for processing.

Firearms Safety
 Remember

- You cannot recall a bullet. You are responsible for
where the bullet goes and what it strikes.

 Firearms

and motor vehicles are two primary causes of accidents.
Negligence is the key factor.

 By

eliminating ignorance and carelessness you can decrease the
chances of an accident due to negligence.

Firearms Safety Rules:
 NEVER

mix firearms with alcohol and/or dugs, including prescriptions such as
pain medication. “Carrying” while under the influence of an intoxicant or
narcotic is a criminal offense.

 Verify

the correct caliber and ammunition. One model of firearm may have
variations using different calibers.

 Never

point a firearm at anything you are not willing to destroy and/or kill.

 Keep

the gun pointed in a safe direction.

 Treat

every gun as if it is loaded.

 Keep

your finger off the trigger until your lined up on your target and ready
to fire.

 Never

leave a loaded, or unloaded firearm outside of your control.

 Always
 Never

be aware of your target and what is beyond it.

rely on safety devices to prevent an accidental (negligent)
discharge.

Firearms Safety Rules:
 Single

and Double Action Revolvers
Revolvers come in many styles, many shapes and sizes, and many
different configurations. The two main platforms are the single action
and the double action. Which one is best for you is ultimately a
matter of preference. Which is most comfortable in your hand, and
more importantly the revolver you can shoot most accurately, is the
one you should choose.

 Single

and Double Action Differences
Single action derives its name from the fact that they can only be
fired by cocking the hammer and squeezing the trigger one shot at
a time, whereas the double action can be fired in the same manner
as the single action or simply by squeezing the trigger to fire – hence
“double action.”

Firearms Safety Rules:
 Safe

Storage of Handguns for Children:
 Keep guns unloaded, locked away and safely out of reach of children. Teach
children to follow the steps below to keep them safe around firearms.
 STOP

– The first step is crucial. Stopping first allows your child the time he or she needs to
remember the rest of the safety instructions.
 DON’T TOUCH – A firearm that is not touched or disturbed is unlikely to be fired and
otherwise endanger your child or other people.
 RUN AWAY – This removes the temptation to touch the firearm as well as the danger
that another person may negligently cause it to fire.
 TELL A GROWN-UP – Children should seek a trustworthy adult, such as a neighbor,
relative or teacher – if a parent or guardian is not around.
 Safe

Storage of Firearms

 Store

guns so that they are not accessible to unauthorized persons (gun safe / gun
lock / on your person)
 Are storage places safe from children?
 Do your storage devices work safely and correctly?
 Store ammunition separate from firearms

Firearms Safety Rules:
 Safe

Handgun Shooting Fundamentals
 While there are many specific principles of gun use, the three
fundamental rules for safe gun handling have remained the same.
ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.
ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use.
 Following

these three rules will prevent anyone from getting hurt in
the unlikely event of an unintentional discharge of a firearm. These
rules are the first thing a new shooter must learn before picking up
a firearm. These rules are important to follow. ALWAYS at all times.

Firearms Safety Rules:
 Basics

of Handgun Shooting:

 Grip

- refers to how the gun is held. Whether one- or two-handed, the grip should be
high, firm and consistent.
 Aiming - determines the point of impact and consists of sight alignment and sight
picture. The proper way to aim is to align the front sight at the same height and
centered with the back sight and pictured against the target with the eyes' focused
on the front sight.
 Breath Control - minimizes gun movement. Practice by taking a deep breath, letting
out half and holding it during the shot.
 Hold Control - is holding the gun motionless while aiming and firing through a firm
grip and a stable shooting position. Physical fitness and muscle tone is important for
hold control.
 Trigger Control - is squeezing the trigger without moving the sights by gradually
increasing pressure to the trigger in a way that the shot comes as a surprise. If the
person shooting knows when the gun will fire, it is more likely the target would be
missed.
 Follow Through - ensures a good shot by implementing all shooting fundamentals
before, during and after the shot the same way every time. While it might take years
to master, eventually this becomes almost instinct.

Firearms Safety Rules:
 Laws


Purchase




on purchase, possession and carrying of firearms.

No state permit is required to purchase a rifle, shotgun or handgun.

Possession


No state permit is required to possess a rifle, shotgun or handgun.

 It

is unlawful for a person under 19 to possess or transport a handgun, except when the person is: (1)
attending a hunter’s or handgun safety course; (2) engaged in target shooting which meets a
certain criteria by statute or in organized competition; (3) legal hunting or trapping; (4) participating
in or practicing for a performance by a nonprofit organization formed under I.R.S. Code §501(c)(3);
(5) traveling with an unloaded handgun to or from one of the above activities; (6) on real property
under the control of the person’s parent, grandparent, or guardian and while under their supervision.



Carrying
 It

is unlawful to carry a concealed loaded firearm anywhere, except when carrying by a peace
officer in accordance with the laws: 1) carrying in a person’s residence or on real property belonging
to him as an owner, lessee, tenant or licensee; 2) carrying in a private automobile or other private
means of conveyance, for lawful protection of the person's or another's person or property; or 3)
carrying by a peace officer in the lawful discharge of his duties; or 4) by a person in possession of a
valid concealed handgun license issued by the Department of Public Safety.

Firearms Range Qualifications:
 SA

- Any handguns, whether Semi-Automatic or not
 NSA - Handguns that are Not Semi-Automatic
 Qualifying handgun must be .32 caliber or larger.
 Course of fire is a total of 25 rounds

4

 15

Rounds at 3 Yards

 10

Rounds at 7 Yards

pts per accurate hit, total possibility of 100 pts., 72% required for
passing
 Targets must be no larger than 12 inches wide and 18 inches high

Non-Violent Dispute Resolution:
Communication
 In

order for communication to be effective, we must know the best way
to get our message across.

 In

conflict situations, people tend to focus on the anger and the blame.
One should respond rather than react to what the other person says.
Be cautious with the first words that rise readily to your lips.

 Communication

can fail when we do not look at each other when
speaking, when we do not listen to what is being said, and when we do
not respond with the appropriate words to make sure that the message
was received correctly.

Non-Violent Dispute Resolution:
The elements of a conversation are: Speaker, Message, Receiver, and Feedback (most important).
There are two interactions
when a message is sent:
(1)What the speaker intends
to say
(2)What the speaker actually
says

Three more interactions then
occur
(1)What the receiver heard
(2)What the received thinks was
heard
(3)What the receiver responds
with back to the speaker

The last interaction is
what the speaker thinks
was said by the
receiver.

Non-Verbal clues: Facial Expressions, Body Position, Eye Contact or
lack of it, and appearance.
Some barriers to communication: Background of People,
Assumptions, Poor Listening, Previous Interactions, Disinterest, and
Outside Interference.

Non-Violent Communication
 There

are three (3) common mistakes that provide a breeding
ground for anger, resentment and frustration.
 Moralistic

Judgments - We make judgments of others to make us feel better
about why everything went wrong. Terms used include: Selfish, Lazy, Idiots,
etc.

 Making

Comparisons - Comparing others to what we would do in the same
situation. By doing so, we justify our anger by claiming others did not do it the
way we would have.
 Denial of Responsibility - Blaming everyone else and everything else.
Accepting no responsibility for the problem and claiming, that “I had to.”

Four Components of Non-Violent Communication
 (1)

Observe without judging
 (2) Evaluate your feelings
 (3) Acknowledge what you need
 (4) Make your reasonable request

Keys to Help Redirect Negative Behavior
(L.I.S.T.E.N.S.)
L

- Look at the person
 I - Show an Interest
 S - Summarize what was said and repeat it back
 T - (Territory) Keep a comfortable space
 E - Empathize, try to see it from their perspective
 N - Nod to show that you are trying to understand
 S - Smile

Common Signs of Emotional
Disturbance
 Clinched fists
 Increasing
 Sweating

deep and rapid respiration

All signs come from two sources:
Physiological (Body)
Psychological (Mind)

 Elevated

blood pressure
 Violent verbal outbursts
 Crying
 Tantrum like behavior
 Body tremors (shaking)
 Stuttering speech
 Intense

or fixed eye contact on a target or focal point

Conflict De-escalation Techniques


Four elements in a confrontation that must be analyzed and understood by any
citizen who carries a firearm;



P.A.C.E.
 PROBLEM

- What has brought about the conflict?

 AUDIENCE

- Who are the actual players?

 CONSTRAINTS
 ETHICAL

- Are there any barriers to effective communication?

PRESENCE - This is a total expression of self-control.

Use of Force Law
Threats as Justifiable Force
The threat of force is justified when the use of force is justified. For purposes of this section,
a threat to cause death or serious bodily injury by the production of a weapon or otherwise,
as long as the actor's purpose is limited to creating an apprehension that he will use deadly
force if necessary, does not constitute the use of deadly force.





Reckless Injury of Innocent Third Person
Even though an actor is justified under this chapter in threatening or using force or deadly
force against another, if in doing so he also recklessly injures or kills an innocent third
person, the justification afforded by this chapter is unavailable in a prosecution for the
reckless injury or killing of the innocent third person.



Civil remedies Unaffected
The fact that conduct is justified under this chapter does not abolish or impair any remedy
for the conduct that is available in a civil suit.

Self Defense (NMSA 30-2-7)
Homicide is justifiable when committed by any person in any of the following
cases:
 A.

when committed in the necessary defense of his life, his family or his property,
or in necessarily defending against any unlawful action directed against himself,
his wife or family;



B. when committed in the lawful defense of himself or of another and when there
is a reasonable ground to believe a design exists to commit a felony or to do
some great personal injury against such person or another, and there is imminent
danger that the design will be accomplished; or



C. when necessarily committed in attempting, by lawful ways and means, to
apprehend any person for any felony committed in his presence, or in lawfully
suppressing any riot, or in necessarily and lawfully keeping and preserving the
peace.

Deadly Force in Defense of Person
 Section

30-2- 7 (1963) that a person may act in self-defense when
in the necessary defense of his life, his family or his property, or in
necessarily defending against any unlawful action directed
against himself, his wife or family; in the lawful defense of himself or
of another and when there is a reasonable ground to believe a
design exists to commit a felony or to do some great personal
injury against such person or another, and there is imminent
danger that the design will be accomplished; or when necessarily
committed in attempting, by lawful ways and means, to
apprehend any person for any felony committed in his presence,
or in lawfully suppressing any riot, or in necessarily and lawfully
keeping and preserving the peace.

Force Continuum
 Physical Presence
 Verbal

Commands (Walk Away if possible)
 Pepper Spray, Taser or other similar stunning device,
Impact device
 Handgun - LAST RESORT - Only to STOP the threat!

Things to Consider


Make good force decisions



Document accurately what has transpired and what you have done
(PREFERABLY WITH LEGAL COUNSEL!)



Follow the law



Do what is “right”



Testify in court properly



Put the audience in your shoes - Perception can be construed as reality

Concept of Control
 Control

is a two-way street. A person MUST maintain
self-control to be able to control a threat.
 Self-control alone is one of the greatest assets in
dealing with a threat.

Emotions

• Compensating behavior may take one or
more of the following forms:
•
•
•
•

Hesitation
Verbal abuse
Bluff
Unnecessary Force

Factors to Consider When Determining the
Need to Use Force


Is the person armed



What is the nature of the crime or threat



Number of subjects involved (“Disparity of Force”)



How much support is immediately available from others



Any escape routes

Mental States of Mind


White - Relaxed and unaware of environment



Yellow - Relaxed but alert



Orange - Something appears wrong



Red - What appears to be wrong IS wrong



Black - State of extreme panic



Panic is natural; however, EXTREME PANIC IS DANGEROUS!!!

Decision to Use Force
 Once

the decision to use force has been made, it is an action that
takes place twice...
Once in the mind
Once in the execution

 Do

what you can to de-escalate a conflict by using your verbal skills or
leaving the area.

 Using

any force against another should only be used as a last resort.

QUIZ – 2 Year Refresher
Few rights carry as much responsibility as a concealed handgun license. The New
Mexico CCW course reflects this by concentrating not just on handgun knowledge,
but on the other aspects of legally carrying this means of self-defense.
 Click on the link below to begin your exam:

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DS585KC

