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1.0 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish standards and procedures for the application, utilization, 
authorized use and operational guidelines for the Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) program. 

2.0 POLICY  

It is the policy of the Department of Public Safety to embrace new technologies that advance the 
capabilities of the department to protect and serve the public. This policy is designed to minimize 
risk to the public, property, and Department of Public Safety personnel during the operation of 
UAS while continuing to safeguard the right of privacy of the public. 

3.0 APPLICABILITY 

This policy applies to all commissioned New Mexico State Police personnel of the New Mexico 
Department of Public Safety.  

4.0 REFERENCES 

A. FAA Order 8900.1 Volume 16 Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

B. Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CFR Part 61 

C. Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CFR Part 91 

D. Federal Aviation Regulations, 14 CFR Part 107  

5.0 DEFINITIONS 

A. Certificate of Authorization (COA) – COA is an authorization issued by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) to a public operator for a specific UAS. 

B. Defined Incident Perimeter – A defined perimeter to be determined based on the 
scope of the operation and a defined operational ceiling at or below four hundred (400) 
feet Above Ground Level (AGL). 

C. Night Flight – Flight of a UAS that occurs between one half (1/2) hour after sunset and 
one half (1/2) hour before sunrise.  The time of sunset and sunrise are determined by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

D. Remote Pilot in Command (RPIC) – The individual responsible for the overall flight 
operations for a specific mission. The RPIC has the final responsibility for all aspects of 
the mission to include safety. 

E. Program Coordinator (PC) – the PC is the Special Operations Bureau Commander.  
The PC is responsible for the administrative functions related to the UAS program, 
including maintaining a current list of all UAS team members. The PC is also responsible 
for the condition, maintenance, and flight records of the UAS and associated equipment. 
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F. Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) – An aircraft without a human pilot on board. Its 
flight is controlled either autonomously by computers on board the vehicle or under the 
remote control of a pilot. 

G. Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Commander – An officer within the Department of 
Public Safety designated by the Chief. 

H. Visual Observer – A person who is designated by the RPIC to assist the remote RPIC 
and the person manipulating the flight controls of the UAS to supplement situational 
awareness and Visual Line of Sight (VLOS), assisting with seeing and avoiding other 
air traffic or objects aloft or on the ground.  

I. Official Law Enforcement and Public Safety Mission – Any event, function or 
operation which is sponsored, sanctioned or approved by the New Mexico Department 
of Public Safety. 

6.0 PROCEDURE 

A. Activation 

All UAS mission requests shall be authorized by a district or section commander or 
designee and then forwarded to the Special Operations Bureau Commander (PC) or 
his/her designee for approval. Once a mission is approved, the UAS commander will 
assign a RPIC to the mission. All missions will be flown in accordance with the FAA 
regulations 14 CFR Parts 61, 91, COA or FAA Part 107. This agency has adopted the 
use of UAS to provide an aerial visual perspective in responding to emergency 
situations and exigent circumstances, and for the following objectives: 

1. Situational Awareness: To assist decision makers (e.g., incident command staff; first 
responders; city, county, and state officials) in understanding the nature, scale, and 
scope of an incident—and for planning and coordinating an effective response; 

2. Search and Rescue: To assist missing person investigations, AMBER Alerts, Silver 
Alerts, and other search and rescue missions;  

3. Tactical Deployment: To support the tactical deployment of officers and equipment 
in emergency situations (e.g., incidents involving hostages and barricades, support 
for large-scale tactical operations, and other temporary perimeter security 
situations); 

4. Visual Perspective: To provide an aerial visual perspective to assist officers in traffic 
incident management, and temporary perimeter security; and/or 

5. Scene Documentation: To document a crime scene, crash scene, or other major 
incident scene (e.g., disaster management, incident response, large-scale forensic 
scene investigation). 

B. Operations 
1. The agency must obtain applicable authorizations, permits, or certificates required 

by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) prior to deploying or operating the UAS, 
and these authorizations, permits, and certificates shall be maintained and current.   

2. The UAS will be operated only by personnel (remote pilots) who have been trained 
in the operation of the system.  
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3. The RPIC shall inspect and test UAS equipment prior to each deployment to verify 
the proper functioning of all equipment and the airworthiness of the device.  

4. The UAS equipment is the responsibility of the RPIC and will be used with 
reasonable care to ensure proper functioning. Equipment malfunctions shall be 
brought to the attention of the UAS Commander as soon as possible so that an 
appropriate repair can be made or a replacement unit can be procured. 

5. All flights will be documented on a form or database designed for that purpose, and 
all flight time shall be accurately recorded. In addition, each deployment of the UAS 
shall include information regarding the reason for the flight; the time, date, and 
location of the flight; the name of the supervisor approving the deployment, name of 
the RPIC, and a summary of the activities covered, actions taken, and outcomes 
from the deployment. 

6. Except for those instances where officer safety or investigation could be 
jeopardized—and where reasonably possible and practical notification should be 
made to the public.  

7. Where there are specific and articulable grounds to believe that the UAS will collect 
evidence of criminal wrongdoing and/or if the UAS will be used in a manner that may 
intrude upon reasonable expectations of privacy, the agency will obtain a search 
warrant prior to conducting the flight. 

8. The UAS shall be deployed and used only to support official law enforcement and 
public safety missions or for department approved UAS training. 

9. The UAS shall not be operated in an unsafe manner or in violation of FAA rules. 

10. The UAS shall not be equipped with weapons of any kind. 

11. The UAS Commander and the Special Operations Bureau Commander (PC) shall 
approve any payload used on a UAS. 

12. The UAS shall not be used for routine observation of the public at large. 

13. The UAS shall not be used for surveilling or “spying” on the public (without a 
warrant). 

14. The UAS shall not be used in flights over populated areas, except in response to 
emergencies outlined below. 

15. Pre-Flight Briefing - A briefing led by the RPIC, and to include the observer, will be 
conducted prior to aircraft launch. This briefing includes, but is not limited to: 

a.   Review of the missions goals and expected outcomes; 

b.   Review of current and forecasted weather conditions; 

c. Review of current Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) and Temporary Flight 
Restrictions (TFRs) that have been issued for the proposed flight area; 

d.  Identification of mission limitations and safety issues such as battery charge, 
GPS signal strength, and potential for radio interference; 
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e. Review of proposed flight area to include surrounding airspace and any 
obstructions that are present; 

f. Review of communication procedures between RPIC, observer, and other 
personnel used to support the mission. This includes verifying phone numbers 
and radio frequencies used to communicate with Air Traffic Control in the event 
of a fly-away or other flight emergency when operating in controlled airspace; 

g. Review of emergency/contingency procedures including aircraft system failure, 
flight termination, diversion, lost link procedures, and lost communications with 
ATC if applicable; and/or 

h.  Execution of a pre-flight check utilizing the approved checklist. 

16.   UAS Observer  

In the event an observer is required, the RPIC on-scene will assign an observer from 
available on-scene personnel.  All training and mission details will be provided to the 
selected observer at the time of the mission. 

C. Selection, Qualification, Training, and Dismissal  

1. Selection 

a. All applicants must have a minimum of two (2) years patrol experience and have 
successfully completed the department FTO program.  Patrol experience may 
include time spent in patrol with other agencies prior to becoming a 
commissioned State Police officer 

b. Must have a written letter of support from his/her commander; 

c. Must provide his/her last two (2) completed annual evaluations, if applicable;  

d. Must submit a resume that includes any UAS experience; 

e. Must participate in an oral interview; and 

f. Remote Pilot Training Requirements 

2. Qualification 

Remote Pilot Mission Eligibility – All members assigned to UAS Team shall have, at 
a minimum, completed FAA Part 107 remote pilot certificate, conducted one hundred 
(100) flights, and twenty (20) flight hours.  All remote pilots must be able to show 
proficiency in specific core competencies in all UAS controls and operating systems 
in accordance with FAA and COA regulations before being approved to fly missions. 

3. Training 

All personnel will attend in-service training, as well as specialized training outside 
the department as allowed by budgetary constraints.   

a. Initial Training – All personnel selected to be a member of the UAS team that will 
be flying missions shall receive department approved training. The remote pilots 
will have a current working knowledge of the airspace intended for operations, 
Air Traffic Control communication requirements, specific UAS aerodynamic 
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factors, UAS limitations, emergency procedures, and the ability to obtain and 
interpret weather information. All remote pilots shall be familiar and proficient with 
the role and functions of an observer. All training will be documented on the 
proper forms. 

b. Proficiency Training – In order to maintain proficiency, all remote pilots shall 
conduct at least one (1) flight each month to include safe take-off and landings. 
All flights, to include training flights, shall be documented on a UAS flight report. 
Remote Pilot proficiency training is not limited to actual remote pilot skills, but 
also includes knowledge of all pertinent UAS related matters and understanding 
of current COA guidelines. Members who do not have documented training or 
flight time for the preceding sixty (60) days shall demonstrate proficiency before 
performing remote pilot duties during a mission. This training shall include a 
minimum of one (1) hour of ground instruction and flight time, including making 
three (3) ten (10) minute flights to demonstrate proficiency. Failure to maintain 
and prove proficiency will result in removal from UAS team. 

c. Annual Training – Each remote pilot must attend in-service training once a year 
to include updated industry standards and field exercises, as well as a review of 
current case law governing the use of UAS, and FAA regulations pertaining to 
the operation of UAS as designated by the Special Operations Bureau 
Commander (PC). 

4. Dismissal 

Membership and participation as a part of the team considered a privilege not a 
promotion.  To maintain team integrity and the highest level of standards, all 
members are subject to disciplinary action, and may be removed from the team, 
without cause, by the Chief of the State Police.  Reasons for removal or suspension 
from the team include, but are not limited to, the following: 

i. Failure to attend special assignments; 

ii. Failure to attend training unless excused; 

iii. Failure to pass a certification or re-certification course;  

iv. Failure to maintain an FAA Part 107 certification; 

v. Failure to maintain team standards; and/or 

vi. Failure to meet district duties and responsibilities 

D. Uniforms  

Refer to department policy ADM: 24 State Police Uniforms, for the uniform designated 
for team members. 

E. Equipment - Maintenance 

It is the goal of the team to keep equipment in a constant state of readiness and to be 
accountable for all issued equipment.  UAS maintenance is the responsibility of the UAS 
Commander in accordance to manufacturer’s recommendations. Any maintenance 
discrepancies with a UAS will be reported by the RPIC to the UAS Commander 
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immediately. After any maintenance is performed, a test flight shall be conducted and 
documented. 

F. Organization  

1. The Special Operations Bureau Commander (PC) will oversee all DPS UAS   
operations.  UAS Team members will be strategically stationed throughout the state 
as designated by the State Police Chief.  They will be utilized as needed.   

2.  All UAS members will work under the direct supervision of the UAS Commander 
when activated.  

3.  The UAS Commander will report to the Special Operations Bureau Commander 
(PC) and be responsible for all UAS operations, maintenance, coordination, 
purchasing, standardization, evaluations, training, safety, planning, and personnel 
matters involving UAS aircraft and assigned or attached UAS Team personnel. 

4.  The UAS Commander will be responsible for making sure that the UAS Team is 
readily available for use as designated by the Special Operations Bureau 
Commander (PC). 

G. Accident Notification and Investigation 

 All inflight accidents involving fatalities, injuries, fly-aways, or in which the aircraft 
receives substantial damage will be immediately reported to the UAS Commander and 
Special Operations Commander (PC).  The Special Operations Bureau Commander 
(PC) will immediately notify the FAA in cases of serious injury, or loss of consciousness, 
or damage to property (other than the UAS) in excess of $500. Any property damage 
caused by an accident involving the UAS will immediately be reported to the UAS 
Commander. 

H. Documentation of Flight Time and Mission Reporting 

All UAS flight missions including training shall be documented on a UAS Flight Report 
within forty-eight (48) hours of the mission and submitted to the Special Operations 
Commander (PC). At a minimum, the original UAS Flight Report shall include the date, 
time, location, RPIC’s name, Observers name, flight time, which district or bureau had 
requested the mission, and a brief summary of the mission. 

I. Digital Data Retention 

 All original digitally recorded data and media of a flight will be handled and stored in 
accordance with DPS policy OPR: 17 Evidence Handling.      

7.0 ATTACHMENTS 

A. New Mexico State Police UAS Operating Report Form 

B. New Mexico State Police UAS General Operating Procedures 

8.0 APPROVAL 
APPROVED BY:     S/Scott Weaver          __ DATE: October 5, 2018     ___ 

     DPS Cabinet Secretary 
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		NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
UAS OPRATING REPORT





		NEW MEXICO STATE POLICE UAS OPERATING CHECKLIST





		CREW AND LOCATION INFORMATION

		Pilot In Command:

		Observer:

		Date/Time:

		Location and Altitude:

		PURPOSE OF FLIGHT

		[  ]Vehicle Crash Scene              [  ]Crime Scene               [  ]Search and Rescue             [  ]Tactical Operation  [  ]Area Search            [  ]Department              [  ]Training                         [  ]Other



		Flight Declaration  [  ]COA     [  ] FAA Part 107

		AUTHORIZATION FOR FLIGHT IN CONTROLLED AIRSPACE

		Authorized By:



		COMPLETE ALL CHECKLIST ITEMS IN THE ORDER THEY ARE PRESENTED.  IF YOU CANNOT CHECK OFF AN ITEM STOP AND CORRECT THE ISSUE BEFORE CONTINUING.



		PRE-START CHECKLIST

		ITEM		GO CONDITION		GO

		Airspace		Unrestricted Airspace or Flight Authorized

		Obstacles		Obstacles and Obstructions in the Area Identified  

		Weather		Visibility 3 Statute Miles, Wind Below 30mph

		Thunderstorms/Lightning 		No closer than 3 Statute Miles 

		UAS Airframe		No Structural Defects Visible

		UAS Propellers		No Structural Defects Visible

		Memory Card		Installed, Sufficient Memory Space Available

		Camera Gimbal Lock		Removed

		Display Device		On and set to Airplane Mode

		Controller Power		On

		UAS Power		On

		UAS Battery		Not Less Than 80%

		Controller Battery		Not Less Than 80%

		Display Device Battery		Not Less Than 80%

		UAS Status Lights		Flashing Green

		Camera Check		FPV-Camera View Normal

		Compass Calibration		Compass Calibrated for Current Location

		Flight Limits Set		Altitude 400 Feet AGL,  Horizontal Based on Flight Area

		Return Home Altitude Set		Return Altitude Set to Clear Obsticals in Flight Area

		Take-Off Location, 		Clear 25ft. Radius and No Over Head Obstructions

		UAS MOTOR START CHECKLIST

		UAS Motor Start		Motors Running at Idle, No Abnormal Noise or Vibration

		Home Point		Home Point Set

		Hover Check		Hovers In Place

		Flight Controls		Up, Down, Left, Right, Rotation Left, Rotation Right

		Camera Gimbal		Camera Moves Up and Down then Holds Steady

		Flight Telemetry		Normal: Battery's, Altitude, Distance, Signal Strength

		READY FOR FLIGHT





		LANDING/POST FLIGHT CHECKLIST



		ITEM		GO CONDITION		GO

		Landing Location 		Clear 25ft. Radius and No Over Head Obstructions

		ITEM		SHUTDOWN CONDITION		CK

		UAS Power		Off

		Controller Power		Off

		Display Device Power		Off

		Camera Gimbal Lock		Installed

		Memory Card		Removed

		FLIGHT DETAILS



		Flight Distance:

		Flight Time:

		Max Altitude:



		Notes



























































		NEW MEXICO STATE POLICE UAS MISSION BRIEF





		CREW PRESENT

		Flight Requested By:

		Reason for Mission:

		Flight Pattern:

		Altitudes and Distance:

		Obstacles:

		Problem Areas:

		CONTINGENCY PLAN

		Alternate Landing Site:

		Lost Link Procedure:		Close Distance on UAS to Strengthen Signal

				Move Away from Radio's, Vehicle's, and Power Lines

		EMERGENCY PROCEDURE

		Fly Away:		If Needed Contact ATC and Broadcast Fly Away Via Radio

				Locate and Recover UAS

				Document Incident 

		FILE A CRASH REPORT WITH THE FAA WITHIN 10 DAYS IF FOLLOWING CRITERIA IS MET

		NTSB must be notified immediately at 844-373-9922

		Serious Injury Resulted: 		Loss of Consciousness, Broken Bones, Sutures, Hospital Stay 

		Property Damage:		Greater than $500 Not Including UAS
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Section 1: Introduction



All personnel performing Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) operations in the New Mexico State Police UAS program will adhere to this General Operating Procedure (GOP). Prior to participating in UAS operations, all personnel will read and understand the contents of all directives cited. 

The overall responsibility and authority for this GOP is the New Mexico State Police Special Operations Commander in charge of the UAS program.



Section 2 Duty Positions and Responsibilities



2-1 UAS Team Commander



1. The Team Commander has the primary role of establishing and maintaining the UAS Team.  To do this, the individual should:

a. Be selected by the Special Operations Bureau Commander. 

b. Be responsible for all flight requirements, which include pilot training records and flight proficiency.

c. Brief the Special Operations Bureau Commander on the UAS Team’s readiness status and provide guidance on how to correct shortfalls.

d. Establish and maintain all records pertaining to the UAS Team.



2-2 Assignment Briefing



1. UAS Team Commander will brief key mission elements to the Pilot in Command (PIC).  At a minimum, the team commander will evaluate the following key areas in the mission planning sequence:  

a. The flight is in support of an operational mission and authorized by the commander.

b. PIC received a brief from the UAS Commander.

c. PIC is qualified and current for the mission.



2-3 Pilot in Command (PIC)



1. The PIC is responsible for the planning, execution, and safe operation of UAS.  

2. The PIC is empowered by the commander to make decisions and take immediate corrective actions necessary to prevent injury, accident, or damage to equipment or individuals.  

3. The PIC is responsible for the safe conduct of all UAS flight and ground operations.



4. The PIC shall ensure all personnel involved in support of the operation thoroughly understand their roles in the mission.

5. The PIC shall complete a brief prior to conducting any flight.

6. The PIC shall oversee the execution of the entire mission unless properly relieved by another PIC.



2-4 Mission Log



The mission log will be filled out by the PIC for all missions to include training, maintenance, and missions.

All maintenance, weather, airspace issues, and anything that effects the mission will be included.



Section 3:  General Operations



3-1 Types of Missions Allowed



1. The UAS shall be deployed and used only to support official law enforcement and public safety missions or for department approved UAS training.

2. In general, the UAS is used primarily to document crash and crime scenes and as an emergency response asset where public safety is involved.  Typical missions include, but are not limited to:

a. Search and Rescue.

b. Hazardous Material spills (initial response/investigation).

c. Larger scale traffic crashes and crime scenes (initial response/investigation).

d. Catastrophic environmental events/natural disasters (earthquakes, weather, floods).

e. Emergency response situations.

3.    UAS use Restrictions:

a. The UAS shall not be operated in an unsafe manner or in violation of FAA rules.

b. The UAS shall not be equipped with weapons of any kind.

c. The UAS Commander and the Special Operations Bureau Commander shall approve any payload used on a UAS.

d. The UAS shall not be used for routine observation of the public at large.



e. The UAS shall not be used for surveillance or spying on the public, (without a warrant).

f. The UAS shall not be flown over populated areas, except in support of official law enforcement and public safety missions.

  

3-2 Pilot In Command Brief:



6. The PIC performs a mission brief and a mission debrief.  The PIC prepares a brief to disseminate necessary data for the mission. 

6. The PIC is responsible for obtaining the weather brief before the flight.  



3-3 Communications



1.	If operating in controlled air space, the PIC will have, at a minimum, communication with Air Traffic Control (ATC) prior to any flight operations.

2.	If communication with ATC fails, flight in controlled airspace is not permitted.



3-4 Weather Requirements:



[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]1.	UAS flights require Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC).  See table 5-1 for FAA weather minimums.  The aircraft must remain clear of clouds and visible moisture.

VISUAL FLIGHT RULES (VFR)

Altitude				Visibility		Cloud Clearance

Class C, D				3 sm			500’ below

And surface E			 (4800 m)		1,000’ above	

						1,000’ ceiling		2,000’ horizontal

					

Altitude				Visibility		Cloud Clearance

Class E & G				3 sm			500’ below 

≤ 10,000’ MSL			(4800 m)		1,000’ above	

									2,000’ horizontal

Table 5-1



2.	A weather briefing is the responsibility of the PIC and can be obtained via local FAA facilities or the internet.  The weather brief includes, but is not limited to:

a. Takeoff - current and forecasted ceiling, visibility, surface wind direction and speed, and any significant weather systems in the mission area.

6. Whenever possible, the PIC will update weather within thirty (30) minutes of takeoff and throughout the mission, depending on the weather patterns and probability that the weather will change.  The PIC makes final weather decisions for mission operations.



3-5 Preflight 



1. The PIC will complete an aircraft preflight before each mission.  The preflight checklist will be followed.

 

3-6 Mission Operations



1.	During mission operations, the  PIC will exercise extreme vigilance to ensure safe flight operations.  Safety takes priority over mission at all times.  If in doubt, land the aircraft.

2.  Emergency mission data, lost link clearance altitude, will always be loaded and updated as needed for mission operations.

3. 	Normal operating altitude ranges are zero to four hundred (0-400’) feet AGL.  Pay particular attention to obstacle clearance, particularly in reference to base terrain altitude. 



3-7 Post Flight Debrief



At the completion of a flight, the PIC will conduct a debrief and record total flight time and launch/land time of the UAS on the approved forms.  The PIC will also note any deficiencies with the UAS or equipment used.  



3-8 Multiple UAS Operations: Not Authorized

Section 4 Airspace 



4-1 Airspace



1.	Flights in controlled airspace are coordinated through the local FAA facility.  Be aware of all restrictions listed in the NOTAM'S.

2. All flights will be conducted between zero to four hundred (0-400’) feet AGL and within visual range (VLOS) of the PIC.

3. No aircraft will be flown within five hundred (500’) feet of the taxiway during manned aircraft operations



4-2 Manned Aircraft  

1. If manned aircraft enter the flight path or operating area of the UAS, the UAS will take immediate action to avoid traffic, and if able, land prior to the manned aircraft entering the UAS flight area. 



Section 5 UAS Pilot Training



5-1 UAS Pilot Training Program:



1. Purpose:  To provide specific guidance to ensure the highest standards of flight proficiency and operational readiness among UAS Pilots.

2. Responsibilities:

a. UAS Team Commander:  Responsible for ensuring all UAS Pilots are properly trained.

b. UAS Team Commander:  The Special Operations Commander’s direct technical advisor.  Helps the commander develop, implement, and manage pilot requirements.

4.	The UAS Pilot Training Program:  Administer, document, and execute the above stated references.  All UAS Pilots will comply with this Training Program.

a.	Initial DJI Phantom 3 Training:

1. Undergo a course of instruction on FAA rules and regulation and pass FAA Part 107 prior to flight training.

2. Flight training is administered by the UAS Team Commander over a five (5) day course of instruction.  Complete review and familiarity of the DJI Phantom 3 Operation and maintenance manuals, followed by flight operations and maintenance demonstrations, to include one hundred (100) flights and twenty (20) flight hours.

3. After completion of the above, the UAS Pilot will be assigned/designated operational.  UAS Pilots must maintain one (1) DJI Phantom 3 flight a month to remain in an operational status.  A  UAS Team pilot’s first mission flight must be under the direct supervision of the UAS Team Commander. 

b.	Qualification/Refresher Training (RL2):

1. Individuals not meeting the training requirements members who do not have documented training or flight time for the preceding sixty (60) days shall demonstrate proficiency before performing pilot  duties during a mission. This training shall include a minimum of one (1) hour of ground instruction and flight time, including making three (3) ten (10) minute flights to demonstrate proficiency.

c. UAS Pilot Annual Training:

a. UAS Pilot:

1. Each pilot must attend in-service training once a year to include updated industry standards and field exercises.



2. Review of current case law governing the use of UAS, and FAA regulations pertaining to the operation of UAS as designated by the Special Operations Bureau Commander



5-2 UAS Flight Training Area



The New Mexico State Police will conduct flight training in a remote site, away from roads and housing projects.  All flights will be conducted from the surface to four hundred feet (400’) AGL and within visual range of the PIC. The daily flying site will be determined based on local activities, weather, and avoidance of persons gathered at or around a possible flying site.  No flights will be conducted that will place the UAS closer than five hundred feet (500’) of manned operations. 



Section 6 Emergency Procedures



6-1 Emergency Procedures 



Emergency procedures response to events dealing with emergency of the aircraft and personnel on the ground. 

Personnel flying the DJI Phantom 3 will first and foremost be trained that in any emergency situation, the safety of persons on the ground and in the air is number one.  The following are emergency procedures:

1. Fire: UAS will be flown away from people and property until a safe landing location can be found. A fire extinguisher and first aid kit will be located at the mission site. 



2. Loss of Link: Onboard system will land aircraft automatically.



3. Line of site lost: Emergency landing will be executed by manually activating return home mode via client control software.



4. Loss of engine: Emergency landing will be executed by manually activating emergency mode via client control software.



5. Unusual Attitude: Onboard stabilization gyros will be allowed to level aircraft before control is resumed by ground control. 



Section 7: UAS Safety



7-1 Introduction

1.   Purpose:

	To establish policy, assign responsibility, and prescribe administrative procedure for accident prevention in mission area.  This GOP provides guidance for organizing, coordinating and controlling the implementation of the NMSP Safety Program.

2.   Scope:

	All operations will be conducted to minimize the accidental loss of life, injury, man hours, equipment, and money.  An aggressive accident prevention effort compatible with the mission must be maintained throughout all operations and activities.

3.   Objectives:

	All personnel will ensure implementation of the GOP in all section. Communication and effort will be directed toward the prevention of UAS accidents and other accidents resulting from equipment failure or human error.



7-2 UAS Safety



1.  Danger Zones: ten to one hundred (10’-100’) feet radius from the launch point depending on wind condition and operator experience.

2. 	All personnel must familiarize themselves with the hazards associated with batteries and battery charging.



Section 8 Crash Reporting 



8-1 Crash Reporting 

	

1. If a crash occurs that meets the following criteria the FAA must be notified within ten (10) days via hard copy to the FAA Flight Safety District Office (FSDO) or Internet.  

a. Serious Injury: Loss of consciousness, broken bones, sutures, or overnight hospital stay.

b. Property Damage: Greater than five hundred (500) dollars not including the UAS.

2. NTSB must be notified immediately at 844-373-9922      



Section 9 Media



9-1  Media Storage



1. DPS Policy OPR: 17 Evidence/Property Handling - All original digitally recorded data and media of a flight will be handled and stored in accordance with DPS policy OPR: 17 Evidence/Property Handling.
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